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L  I  B'P  A  R  Y 


Hovell  and  Ilr,  Ihike  Dollars,  Office  of  Information,  broadcast  Tuescay;  November  18» 
1941,  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period  of  the  Hational  ?arii  ^aiSd  Home  Houri,,! 
by  stations  associated  v/ith  the  Blue  iMetv.'ork  of  the  National  Broadcasting.  Company^, 


DUKE  DWIARS:  .  . . .  i  ,  : 

Now,  to  follow  up  that  pledge  we  made  last  week',  to  aid  Civilian  Defense  by 
better  buying  of  all  the  things  we  use  in  our  everyday  living.     Here's,  Suth  Van 
Deman  with  some  facts,  grov/ing  out  of  the  textile  research  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  ...  facts  about  fibers,  and  finishes  on  the  fabrics  in  our  clothes  ... 

All  set,  Ruth?  •  ■  •  ^ 

RUTH  VAN  ds::a^t: 

Just  a  second  ...  just  as  soon  as  I  get  these  samples  where  you  and  Mike  can 
do  some  identifying. 


Mike,  I  don't  knov;  how  you  feel.    But  this  looks  like  hard  work  to  me, 

VAN  DEilAN:  .  ■  ■  t  i:,:.;v 

We  won't  take  it  the  hard  way.     Just  give  a  quick  look  and  pick  out  a  sample 
with  v;ool  in  it, 

E,  J,  (::iig;)  rowell: 

Can  I  do  a  little  rubbing  -  finger-and-thumb-wi se?  ■ 


DUMARS: 

This  plaid  piece  -  red,  green,  white,  blue  -  a  real  Scotch  plaid.     I'm  sure 
this  has  some  wool  in  it.    It  might  possibly  have  a  few  threads  of  cotton,  ;too. 

VAN  DEI  IAi^: 

Look  at  the  label. 


100  percent  rayon  ,,,  But  it  feels  soft  and.  a  little  bit  rough  -  like  wool, 
VAN  DEi  IAi\r: 

It's  spun  rayon,     -^'he  long  filaments  chopped  up  into  short  pieces  and  respu 
into  yarn.    That  gives  the  v/ooly  look  and  feel. 


— ooOoo — 


DW-'ARS: 


VAN  DE'JIN: 


Certainly,    But  no  fair  looking  at  the  labels  on  the  back. 


DUI'iARS: 


ROIiTELL: 


This  red,  kind-of  knitted  piece. 


VAN  DEI-'AN: 


Jersey  that's  called. 


ROVffiLLJ  _  .       , . 

I  knovr  this  is  wool,  •  .' 

All  vjool? 

ROVffiLL: 

I'd  say  so,    It^s  soft  and  feela  Vei-y  v/afm  to  the  touch* 

JAN  .DE-iAiT:!     '  " '  'v''-'  ■      •  c.:  . 

.What  atout  those  silky  little  hairs  on  the  surface?    That's  rights  pull  one 
right  out.  .  They. ',11  soon  come  out  any^vays,         '  .  ^ 

ROWELL: 

Looks  like  something  from  a  fur-hearing  animal, 

VAN  DEi'AH:-  .  .=•,....•=..  ,  • 

Read  the  la"bel, .  .  ,  ■ 

ROl^LL: 

-75  percent  wool  ...  15  percent  rayon  ...  10  percent  rahbit  hair  ,,.  Well, 
well,  who'd  have  thought  v/e^d  meet  our  old  friend  brurr  rahhit  in  a  pifece  of  red 
dress  goods. 

There  are  no  rabbit  hairs  in  this  piece  ...  One  test  for  wool  is  to  chew  it. 
And  I  We  been  che\\ring  a  thread  of  this, 

VAI  DEf'IAH:  -  •        ■  ■   .  . 

What  about  those  little  dark  flecks  running  crosswise  of  the  goods? 

ROWELL:  ..     .  ^   .  . 

That's  some  of  the  black  sheep  showing  through,  maybe, 

.  VAN  DEMAU;  .  .        '  '  '  \  '    '   ;  ■ 

Good  alibi.    But  read  the  label,  •      ■'•  " 

DUMARS:  .  •    .  .. 

85  percent  wool  -  15  percent  rabbit  hair,         ..  . 

ROWELL:  •  i 

Another  rabbit  in  sheep's  clothing         Whaf'S  the  idea? 

VAN  DEiW: 

To  space  out  the  wool  I  think.  Wool's  our  highest  priced  natural  fiber  - 
now  that  silk's  practically  ofi"  the  market, 

DUi"iARS: 

How  does  this  wear  • —  this  wool-rabbit ' s-hair  combination? 


VAN  DEIAN; 

Sometimes  fairly  v/ell.     Sometimes  not  so  well.     It  depends  partly  on  how 
well  the  short  Jhairs  are  aJicho-red  into  the  cloth,  "by  the  long,   strong  wool  fibers, 
'.v'hen  it  comes  to  giving  long  wear,  and  warmth,  idthout  "being  \anco-nfortably  heavy, 
nothing  equals  long-staple  wool  —  that  is,  wool  spun  into  hard  twisted  yams  and 
woven  v;ith  a  good  firm,  even  weave,  '  .  . 

For  instance,  Duke,  in  this  piece  of  good-s  you  wei^e  so  sure  was  all'  wool. 
The  ra'b"bit  hairs  seem  to  "be  firmly  bound  in  by  the  wool  fibers,     I  don't  see  how 
the  short  hairs  could  work  out  easily.    And  they  do  give  a  soft,   silky  feel  to  the 
<;loth,  ;     :  '  ^ 

f ;  ■ 

But  look  again  at  that  other  piece, 

DUriARS:  "    ■     .  - 

If  I  brushed  up  against  this  very  often  my  clothes  would  look  as  though  I'd 
been  near  a  white  Persian  cat,  .  ' ' 

Yes,  you  can  almost  blow  some  of  those  rabbit  hairs  loose.    And  the  person 
who  makes  a  dress ■  of  ths.t  material,  I'm  afraid  will  soon  be  embarrassed  by  quee]>- 
looking  bare  spots  at  the  elbows,  and  aro\ind  the  neckline  —  wherever  the  hard  wear 
comes,     I  knovf  because  I  had  a  dress  of  material  something  like  that  once, 

RO\ffiLL:  ■  .  ■    -  ■ 

I'm  surprised  at  you,  Ruth,    Didn't  you  know  it  v;ould  happen?    Didn't  you 
read  the  label? 

VAi^  DE;Ai}T: 

That  v;as  several  years  ago.  There  were  practically  no  labels  on  vjool  dresse 
then  to  read, 

DITIARS:  .  ■       •"  . 

But  there  are  labels  on  d.11  wool  goods  how.     The  ne\'j  wool  labeling  law  went 
into  effect  last  summer, 

VAN  DEJUT: 

Yes,  that's  why  these  samples  I  have  here  are  so  plainly  marked  for  what 
they  are.     The  wool  labeling  act  is  a  definite  step  toward  helping  us  to  be  better 
buyers.    And  it  was  particularly  fortunate  it  came  when  it  did  —  just  v;hen  the 
national  dsfense  program  began  to  make  shifts  in  materials  going  into  clothes  and 
other  goods  for  our  civilian  use, 

DUJ'iARS: 

Well,  Ruth,  one  thing  your  little  exhibit  of  these  samples  of  clot'h  shows 
very  plainly  to  me.     That's  the  importance  of  reading  the  label  ,.,  every  kind  of  a 
label, 

VAiT  m-JiMi 

And  if  the  label  doesn't  give  facts,  then  don't  be  bashful  about  asking  ques- 
tions, y.any  manufacturers  are  willing  and  glad  to  give  real  facts  about  the  quali- 
ties of  their  goods  on  labels  if  they  can  see  that  consumers  use  those  facts. 


-  4  - 

DWARS:  .f.  :  ,.^..^<:       ....  ^.,7  ' 

In  other  v'Ords  they  neied.vto  ..tie  sho\im.  it's  good 'business,""'  ' 

VAN:  DE?'"A1T:   .  '  ,^  "  " 

That's  only  fair.    And  with  the  situation  on  materials  jumping  around  the 
vjay  it  is  nov;,  if  we  consiamers  don't  knovr  about  the  quality  of  goods  "before  we 
"buyj^-  it' s  just  -too  bad  .for  us. 

DUMARs:  .  '        ,.  \  , 

What  about  those  good  bulletins  on  buying  textiles  and  clothes  yoiox  Bureau 
has  put  out?    Are  those  still  available  on  request? 

VAI^  DSSLAii: 

Very  much  so,  yes.    Requests  are  rolling  in  every  day  from  the  new  consumer 
information  centers  being  set  up  as  pa.rt  of  our  defense  program         and  from  in- 
dividual homemakers  ...  I  brought  along  these  too,  as  follow  up  on  v;hat  v;e've  said 
today  about  knov.dng  your  fabrics  before  you  buy,  ...  'No,  1  ,.. 

DUMARS:  _  .     ;  ,  .  ,   ,.  ■■ 

"Judging  Tabric  Quality.'*  '.Ye s,»;  .that .  tells  "the  story  very  v;ell  in  pictures 
-and  words,  ,*  .    "  ,  '  . 

VAN  DEMAw:   "   '  '  ■  ■:;>;.:^ 

And  "Women's  Dresses  and  Slips:    A  Buying  Guide," 

DUMARS:  '  "" 

All  right  if  I  brief  these  titles  to  Judging  i'abrics  and  V/omen's  Dresses? 
That  would  make  ordering  easier  for  any  of  our  Farm  and  Home  friends  who  may  want 
to  write  ,the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  for  these  two  bulletins, 

VAN  DE^IAi^': 

By  all  means,     "Judging  Fabrics  and  Women's  Dresses"  on  a  post  card  mailed 
to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  here  in  Washington  wall  be  all  .that  our  mail  room' 
needs.  .  ..  -  ■ 

DUI-^ARS:  . 
Let's  make  sure  eye r3'"body  understands  how  to  ^e.t  these  bulletins,, 

You'll  send,  the  bulletins — free  of  charge — to.  anybody  who  writes— Correct? 

VAi^  DEMAN: 

That ' s  correct, 

DUMARS: 

All  righ-ji  then,  Earm  and  Home  Friends,  if  you  want  these  bulletins,  write  on 
a  card  "Judging  Fa,brics  and  Women's  Dresses",   sign  your  name  and  address,  and  send 
the  card  to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  Washington,  D,  C, 
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